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Pakistan-sponsored terrorism and its supporters are trying to
cripple Kashmir from within. While New Delhi has made all the
efforts to secure Kashmir militarily and bring back governance
on the track, it is the Kashmiri society that needs to introspect
about the wrongs it has committed and undo them before it is
too late.

The recent spate of killings in Kashmir should not surprise anyone. It is the
continuation of what was preached and practiced by the likes of Magbool
Bhat, Syed Ali Shah Geelani and Yasin Malik. There is no difference
between the rationale they followed and what is being practiced today by
misguided elementsi.e. establishment of an ‘Islamic state’ through
religious supremacy.Therefore, it will be a mistake to contextualise the
recent trend of targeted killings with thesentencing of Yasin Malik for life,
frustration among terror groups, abrogation of Article-370 etc.

Back in 1980s and 1990s, motivated to wage jihad, terrorists persecuted
the Hindu Pandit community (and killed progressive Muslims too) and
drove them out of Kashmir. Unabated, it continues till date.The Kashmiri
Muslims have become victim of their own silence. They were silent when
young Kashmiri boys crossed over to Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) to
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get trained and returned to the Valley with arms to wage jihad against the
Indian state. As a result, two generations of Kashmiri Muslim boys have
been lost to terrorism and religious radicalisation. The Kashmiri society
has chosen to remain silent even when their third generation is falling prey
to newer versions of religious radicalisation and Pakistan’s drug warfare.

While the demand for azadi and alternatively merger with Pakistan have
lost traction over the years in Kashmir, religious extremism has remained a
centripetal force. The latter has aggressively come to the fore — brazenly
fighting for the cause of religion. For centuries, Kashmir has remained a
religiously inclusive society, but the convergence between various extreme
schools of thoughts and terror groups operating in the Valley, and import
of foreign interpretation of Islam has challenged the very basics of the
Kashmiri society.

While Pakistan-sponsored terrorist organisations primarily influenced the
Kashmiri youth and drew its cadre from the Valley, in the past few years
some crucial changes have happened on the ground.

There has been a slow and steady replacement of Sufi mosques
withradical Islamist/Wahhabi mosques that have been spreading
radicalisation in a very subtle manner. Wahhabi Islam is not new to
Kashmir. It is believed that it arrived in the Valley more than a century ago,
but in last 30 years, the strait-laced interpretation of Islam propagated
through Wahhabi mosques has intruded the mindset of a section of
Kashmiri youth and their social behaviour. It has also been observed in the
religious discourse of the leaders at mosques and messaging by the local
terrorists.

Certain Indian intelligence agencies attribute this to the massive funding
from West Asian countries that have been pumping money in Kashmir to
build Wahhabi mosques and madrasas. The number of Wahhabi mosques
including the Ahle Hadith have gone up from a few hundred to over 2,000.
The sect is in direct conflict with the tolerant culture of Kashmir. As a
result, the traditional Sufi Islam has taken a back seat and the ultra-
conservatives have expanded their influence.

The showcasing of Islamic State flags after Friday prayers and lynching of
the Kashmiri security personnel should have left no doubt that Islamic
radicalisation has gained roots. The latest targeted killings are a
continuation of the same. According to reports, the security agencies have
unearthed an ISIS video which is believed to be shot in Kashmir in which
the organisation claims to have prepared three groups in the Valley and is
also believed to be behind the recent targeted killings. Not that such
killings have not taken in the past, but the pronouncement by terror groups
have become bolder and lounder than before.



Such ideological mutations couldnot have taken place in absence of an
ecosystem comprising of religious radicals, terror organisations,
intelligentsia, Kashmiri identity politics, social sanction to acts of terrorism
and Pakistan. They have worked in unison to create a narrative that ‘New
Delhi can never prevail over the Valley, the Indian state will be defeated
and azadi will be achieved’. While none these has happened, Kashmir is
left disillusioned.

Pakistan has left no stone unturned to abuse Kashmir's disillusionment. It
has implemented the same policy it adopted in Punjab — sponsor
terrorism, give arms to the youth and make them addicted to drugs. After
the Indian security agencies choked the hawala routes and infiltration
dropped following the abrogation of Article-370 and the recent ceasefire
between India and Pakistan — drug trade has become an alternative to
raise money to fund terrorism. For the purpose, Pakistan has ensured a
steady supply of contrabands.

Drugs pushed from Punjab and other parts of India into Kashmir cannot be
denied, but its contribution is very little as compared to what is being
smuggled via the LoC. Sandwiched between the Pir Panjal ranges and
PoK, Poonch is strategically located to push drugs and arms to be used in
the Jammu region and for transporting them to the Valley. Whereas
Kupwara in north Kashmir, and Pulwama and Shopian in South Kashmir —
the hub of terrorism has also become the centres for drug trade in
Kashmir. The former, because of its proximity to PoK is prone to drug
smuggling, the latter grows poppy to meet local demands.

As a result, in the recent past drug consumption has reached alarming
proportions. Maximum drug abuse has been reported by the youth aged
between 15-30 and a rising number of Kashmiri girls have also reportedly
started to abuse the banned substances.

New Delhi has been criticised for all its commissions and omissions, but it
has madeall the efforts to secure Kashmir militarily and bring back
governance on the right track. It is the Kashmiri society that needs to
introspect about the wrongs it has committed and undo them before it is
too late.The course correction must come from within.

ENDNOTES:

‘Magbool Bhat, Kashmir’s first radical separatist, hanged by Indira after diplomat’s killing’,The Print,
Accessed on: 20 June, 2022https://theprint.in/past-forward/maqgbool-bhat-kashmirs-first-radical-
separatist-hanged-by-indira-after-diplomats-killing/363201/

‘A moment of reckoning for Kashmiris’, Greater Kashmir, Accessed on: 22 June, 2022,
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/todays-paper/editorial-page/a-moment-of-reckoning-for-kashmiris



https://theprint.in/past-forward/maqbool-bhat-kashmirs-first-radical-separatist-hanged-by-indira-after-diplomats-killing/363201/
https://theprint.in/past-forward/maqbool-bhat-kashmirs-first-radical-separatist-hanged-by-indira-after-diplomats-killing/363201/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/todays-paper/editorial-page/a-moment-of-reckoning-for-kashmiris

4

‘Another targeted killing in Kashmir, Hindu teacher shot dead outside school’, Thelndia Express,
Accessed om: 20 June, 2022, https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/srinagar/hammu-and-kashmir-
teacher-shot-dead-militants-kulgam-7944997/

‘Here is how schools of faith, mobiles are radicalising Kashmir’, The Times on India, Accessed on: 20
June, 2022, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/how-mosques-and-mobiles-are-radicalising-
kashmir/articleshow/59507200.cms

‘Wahhabism in Kashmir, Tale of oil money from Saudi Arabia, Gulf’, Business Standard, Accessed on: 20
June, 2022, https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/wahhabism-in-kashmir-tale-of-oil-
money-from-saudi-arabia-gulf-119022001053 1.html

Special report: Terrorist praise jihad before attacking Pulwama CRPF camp, YouTube, Accessed on 20
June, 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJ7uU2SAUjU&t=2s

‘Killing of DSP Ayub Pandith shows Islamic radicalisation is now firmly rooted in Kashmir’, FirstPost,
Accessed on 21, June 2022 https://www.firstpost.com/india/killing-of-dsp-ayub-pandith-shows-islamic-
radicalisation-is-now-firmly-rooted-in-kashmir-3741047.html

‘Wahhabi sect in direct conflict with eclectic, tolerant, Sufi Islam in Kashmir’, Sify.com, Accessed on 22,
June,  2022,https://www.sify.com/news/wahhabi-sect-in-direct-conflict-with-eclectic-tolerant-sufist-
islam-in-kashmir-news-national-vg1dO4caieeah.html

‘IS releases video of new recruits from India as hey pledge to carry out jihad’, India Today, Accessed on
22 June, 2022, https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/islamic-state-jammu-and-kashmir-pakistan-isi-
jihad-in-india-1930065-2022-03-27

‘44 kg drugs supposed to be used in narco-terrorism recovered along LoC in Poonch’, The Tribune,
Accessed on 22 June, 2022, https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/44-kg-drugs-supposed-to-be-
used-in-narco-terrorism-recovered-along-loc-in-poonch-399024

‘Narco-terror module busted in J&K’s Kupwara, drugs worth 60cr seized’, ABP Live, Accessed on: 22
June, 2022, https://news.abplive.com/news/india/narco-terror-module-busted-in-jammu-kashmir-
kupwara-drugs-worth-rs-60-crore-seized-1452188

‘Pakistan’s narco-terrorism in J&K has already had disastrous consequences’, The Wire, Accessed on: 22
June, 2022, https://thewire.in/security/pakistans-plan-to-push-narcotics-into-jk-has-already-had-
disastrous-consequences

‘Destruction of poppy fields begins in J&K’, The Times of India, Accessed on: 21, June 2022,
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jammu/destruction-of-poppy-fields-begins-in-jammu-and-
kashmir/articleshow/90960545.cms

Parjanya Bhatt is an independent researcher. His work focuses on terrorism and the
security situation in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. His writing elaborates on the
Pakistan-sponsored hybrid warfare including the information warfare (IW),
perception management and the larger nexus with China. He has worked with the
Observer Research Foundation as a researcher and before turning to research work,
he was a print media journalist for nearly a decade. He holds MA in international
politics from the University of Manchester, UK. Parjanya is also a commissioned officer
in the Indian Territorial Army (part-time).

CERTIFICATE

The paper is author’s individual scholastic articulation. The author certifies that the
article is original in content, unpublished and it has not been submitted for publication /
web upload elsewhere and that the facts and figures quoted are duly referenced, as
needed and are believed to be correct. The paper does not necessarily represent the
views of the CENJOWS.

Disclaimer: Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the
views of CENJOWS.


https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/srinagar/hammu-and-kashmir-teacher-shot-dead-militants-kulgam-7944997/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/srinagar/hammu-and-kashmir-teacher-shot-dead-militants-kulgam-7944997/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/how-mosques-and-mobiles-are-radicalising-kashmir/articleshow/59507200.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/how-mosques-and-mobiles-are-radicalising-kashmir/articleshow/59507200.cms
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/wahhabism-in-kashmir-tale-of-oil-money-from-saudi-arabia-gulf-119022001053_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/wahhabism-in-kashmir-tale-of-oil-money-from-saudi-arabia-gulf-119022001053_1.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJ7uU2SAUjU&t=2s
https://www.firstpost.com/india/killing-of-dsp-ayub-pandith-shows-islamic-radicalisation-is-now-firmly-rooted-in-kashmir-3741047.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/killing-of-dsp-ayub-pandith-shows-islamic-radicalisation-is-now-firmly-rooted-in-kashmir-3741047.html
https://www.sify.com/news/wahhabi-sect-in-direct-conflict-with-eclectic-tolerant-sufist-islam-in-kashmir-news-national-vg1dO4caieeah.html
https://www.sify.com/news/wahhabi-sect-in-direct-conflict-with-eclectic-tolerant-sufist-islam-in-kashmir-news-national-vg1dO4caieeah.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/islamic-state-jammu-and-kashmir-pakistan-isi-jihad-in-india-1930065-2022-03-27
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/islamic-state-jammu-and-kashmir-pakistan-isi-jihad-in-india-1930065-2022-03-27
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/44-kg-drugs-supposed-to-be-used-in-narco-terrorism-recovered-along-loc-in-poonch-399024
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/44-kg-drugs-supposed-to-be-used-in-narco-terrorism-recovered-along-loc-in-poonch-399024
https://news.abplive.com/news/india/narco-terror-module-busted-in-jammu-kashmir-kupwara-drugs-worth-rs-60-crore-seized-1452188
https://news.abplive.com/news/india/narco-terror-module-busted-in-jammu-kashmir-kupwara-drugs-worth-rs-60-crore-seized-1452188
https://thewire.in/security/pakistans-plan-to-push-narcotics-into-jk-has-already-had-disastrous-consequences
https://thewire.in/security/pakistans-plan-to-push-narcotics-into-jk-has-already-had-disastrous-consequences
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jammu/destruction-of-poppy-fields-begins-in-jammu-and-kashmir/articleshow/90960545.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jammu/destruction-of-poppy-fields-begins-in-jammu-and-kashmir/articleshow/90960545.cms

